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Website: https://acl.universeii.com  2, March 2024 

 

 

 
JWST Deep Field  (see page 5) 

 

Meeting News:  The February meeting we again discussed 

 having Club members present astronomy subjects. 

 Also outreach for the public on the April Solar Eclipse. 

Remindr  ACL Friday March 8
th

 meeting will be 

held at Manzanita School Teachers lounge at 7:00 Pm. 

    
Lunar Calendar:  

New Moon  10     

Full Moon  25    

                      Some photos from the JWST 

                   
 

      A new feature is added to the News Letter. It is called  

                      “Name the Object Quiz”, (See Page 7) 

 

Presidents Message 
Our Feb. meeting was attended by 13 persons, and more dues was 

collected. If you have not paid yet, please bring it to the next 

meeting or mail it to Jana Hunking at 324 No. Lupine St. Lompoc, 

93436. Thanks to the members that have paid for the year! 

We have a new committee in our club, being headed up by Tom 

Gerald and Katherine Black and has room for more members- to 

help think up new ideas for Presentations, and perhaps, even pay a 

professional to come to do a special presentation. The cost would 

be more than our club could afford, so Tom asked how many would 

help, and donate, maybe $10. toward a special speaker, and several 

members raised their hands. 

I called Albertson’s to see if they would bring out their Solar glasses 

they sold for the October2023 Solar eclipse, and I was shocked at 

what the manager said to me…He said he threw them away, as he 

did not know he would need them again! I told him about the April 

8
th

 Patial Solar eclipse in our area, and how sad it was that he did 

not keep them. 

The maximum time of the Eclipse for our area will be near 11:10 

am on that Monday, and if you do not have your own eclipse 

glasses, I will have them available again at the March meeting.   

Steve Ball brought up a great idea for our newsletter- A Mystery 

Photo each month, for the members to ponder and try to figure out 

by the Meeting. Vahan is incorporating that into this edition, so be 

sure to look for it. 

Jana is placing in the Lompoc Library Display case for March – 

Photos and info about total and Partial Eclipses over the years, and 

the one coming April 8
th

. Hours: Mon-Thurs  10-7,   Fri & Sat.   1-5. 

Hoping for More Clear Skies after our winter  rains,    Jana 
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Events 
 

March 9, 16 & 30  Star Party at the Observatory.  

  
March20 March Equinox occurs at 03:01 UTC. The Sun will shine 

directly on the equator and there will be nearly equal amounts of day 

and night throughout the world. First day of Spring in Northern 

hemisphere and first day of Fall in the Southern hemisphere.  

 

March 24 Mercury at greatest Eastern elongation of 18.7° from the 

Sun. Best time to observe Mercury since it will be at it highest point 

above the horizon in the evening sky. Look for the planet low in the 

Western sky just after sunset. 

  

March 25  Full Moon will be located on the opposite side of the Earth 

as the Sun and its face will be fully illuminated. This occurs at 

07:02 UTC. This Moon was known by early American tribes as the 

Worm Moon because this was the time of year that the ground would  

start to soften and earthworms would appear. 

  

 March 25 Penumbral Lunar Eclipse occurs when the moon passes 

through Earth's partial shadow. The eclipse will be visible in all of 

North America, Mexico, Central and South America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

                             

                   

 

                  

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

Star party’s and Events 
 

February 3, 10 & 17  Star Party @ observatory, bad weather 

again. We just don’t get a break in conditions…..Uugh! 

Nuts! 
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  March 2024 Moon         

 
                                         Full 25, New 10,  Last Quarter 3, First Quarter 17          

                                                                

  A Little Humor: Two hydrogen atoms meet one says, ”I’ve lost my electron”. The other says, ”Are 

you sure”. The first replies, “Yes I’m positive”.  

A Photon checks in to the Hotel. A Bell hop asks, “May I take your bags”  The Photon says “No I’m 

traveling Light”.                                       
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                                                             March Sky 2024 

                                               Some Objects of interest, M1, M42                
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                                                            Photo courtesy JWST NASA 

 
Thousands of galaxies flood this near-infrared image of galaxy cluster SMACS 0723. High-resolution imaging from NASA’s 

James Webb Space Telescope combined with a natural effect known as gravitational lensing made this finely detailed image 

possible  First, focus on the galaxies responsible for the lensing: the bright white elliptical galaxy at the center of the image and 

smaller white galaxies throughout the image. Bound together by gravity in a galaxy cluster, they are bending the light from 

galaxies that appear in the vast distances behind them. The combined mass of the galaxies and dark matter act as a cosmic 

telescope, creating magnified, contorted, and sometimes mirrored images of individual galaxies. Clear examples of mirroring are 

found in the prominent orange arcs to the left and right of the brightest cluster galaxy. These are lensed galaxies – each individual 

galaxy is shown twice in one arc. Webb’s image has fully revealed their bright cores, which are filled with stars, along with 

orange star clusters along their edges.  Not all galaxies in this field are mirrored – some are stretched. Others appear scattered by 

interactions with other galaxies, leaving trails of stars behind them. Webb has refined the level of detail we can observe 

throughout this field. Very diffuse galaxies appear like collections of loosely bound dandelion seeds aloft in a breeze.  
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For What It’s Worth 
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___________________________________________________ 

         

                    ACL Support Personnel 
 

 

 

Club Meeting 

 

Reminder  ACL Club meeting March 8
th

 7:00 PM  

Manzanita School Teachers Lounge.  

Star Parties (as always weather permitting) 

 

Other Astronomy Club Meetings and links to other sites. 

 
http://www.centralcoastastronomy.org/  

 

https://acl.universeii.com 

 

Sunrise and sunset times in Lompoc (timeanddate.com) 

 

Moonrise, Moonset, and Moon Phase in Lompoc (timeanddate.com)

 
http:// www.sbau.org/#AU_EVENTS_Calendar 

 
http:// www.heavens-above.com/ 

 

https://spaceweather.com 

 

https://www.space.com 

 

https://skymaps.com 

 

                        “ Name the Object Quiz” 

                           

               
                              Answer in April News Letter  

                          ACL Club LOGO 

                      

 


